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HPBExpo Tailgate & Big
Green Egg Cook Off 2013

Orlando’s hottest chefs will perform under the tent at the HPBExpo Tailgate and Big Green Egg Celebrity
Chef Cook Off on Thursday, March 14th in Orlando. Ted Reader, barbecue expert, author and food
entertainer, will preside over the competition to see which chef takes home the coveted Glass Egg award.

L

ast year’s inaugural tailgate
and cook off in Atlanta was
a huge success and packed
the aisles in Expo’s outdoor burn
area. The mood, like at all tailgate
parties, was festive with mouthwatering smells emitting from the
grills and smokers.
When the Orange County
Convention Center’s indoor
exhibits close for the day, the
Tailgate and Cook Off will
transform the Expo’s outdoor
exhibit area into a traditional tailgate party. Everyone is
encouraged to wear their favorite team’s jersey, grab a beer and
sample the tasty grilled and smoked offerings from participating
exhibitors. Tailgater Monthly magazine, sponsors of the Tailgate
Pavilion, will be on hand and will preside over the pavilion with
the latest (and niftiest) grill gadgets.
Participating chefs are from Orlando’s most popular
restaurants: Big Fin, Cuba Libre Restaurant and Rum Bar,
House of Blues, Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville, T-Rex and
Wolfgang Puck’s Grand Café. Each chef will create an entrée
and dessert using a “secret ingredient” that will be unveiled
on site, and Big Green Egg will provide the Egg cookers. The
food will be judged by a panel of barbecue aficionados (Ray
Lampe returns to head up the team of judges) and the winner
announced at the end of the event.
The 2013 Donna H. Meyers Barbecue Leadership Award,
sponsored by Casual Living and HPBExpo, will also be
presented at the event. This award will be given to an individual
that has demonstrated innovative leadership qualities that have
contributed to the growth of the barbecue industry and to his/
her company.

The fun doesn’t
stop on Thursday.
On Friday, after the
Vesta Awards, buses
will take everyone to
the House of Blues
all-industry
party.
HPBExpo has the
entire venue and will provide the entertainment by the Blues
Brothers and Stir Crazy, as well as dueling piano performers.
Dinner (including barbecue ribs, pulled pork, shrimp and grits
and barbecue chicken) and drink tickets can be purchased in
advanced or on site, and everyone with an Expo badge is invited
to the party. The all-industry party is generously supported by
Kozy Heat, M&G DuraVent, Napoleon Fireplaces & Grills,
SBI, Travis Industries, Weber and the Salt Lake Convention &
Visitors Bureau.
Don’t miss the fun at HPBExpo’s hottest new events. More
information on the special events, as well as registration and
hotel information, can be found at www.hpbexpo.com. We’re
looking forward to seeing you in Orlando.

Ted Reader presided over judges Derrick Riches and Ray Lampe at the 2012
cook off.

