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CSA Glass Fronted Fireplaces Standard Approved By TAG

NFI

On March 19th, the CSA Vented Gas Fireplace Technical
Advisory Group (TAG) met by teleconference to discuss the
remaining comments received in the Review & Comment stage of
the standards process. There was a motion to have the March
19th teleconference postponed in lieu of a face-to-face meeting.
That motion was rejected by the committee and the TAG
proceeded with the teleconference. All of the Z21.50 and Z21.88
revised documents were accepted, with minor editorial changes,
and now will move on to the Z21.83 main committee.
A major topic of discussion during the call was whether or not the
burn potential of a protective barrier was adequately and properly
verified by the use of a thermesthesiometer, rather than opting for
the use of a surface probe.
At the request of several companies, HPBA and the Government
Affairs Committee will hold a face-to-face meeting on Thursday,
April 12th in Chicago. If you are interested in attending and
have not received the information, please contact Rachel
Feinstein at feinstein@hpba.org. The purpose of the meeting is
to help members understand the revised standards, discuss
possible outcomes with our lawyer for the CPSC issues and make
decisions as to how to move forward with regard to the standard.
If the process for this revised standard continues on its current
track, it will go out to all CSA Z21/83 committees in mid-April for a
90-day public review. If approved, the revised standard will go to
ANSI for its approval in June and, assuming ANSI approval, the
revised standard will be published in July 2012. At that point, all
certification labs will adopt the standard for testing all new and
recertified models and, 18 months later, December 2013,
companies must cease manufacturing all non-compliant models. If
you have any questions, please contact Tom Stroud,
stroud@hpba.org.
DOE Cases Consolidated, Briefing Schedule Issued
On Friday, March 23rd, the D.C. Circuit issued an order ruling on
the various procedural motions pending in HPBA's challenge to
DOE's April 16, 2010 Final Rule and in HPBA’s and the National
Propane Gas Association’s (NPGA’s) pending challenge to DOE's
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November 18, 2011 Final Rule. Per the Order, the two cases are
now consolidated into one case and will be handled through a
single briefing schedule.
Although DOE did cause some delay through their motions, we
feel that the aggressive briefing schedule issued by the Court
reflects the Court’s understanding that our members must have a
decision on the merits in the case as far in advance of the April
16, 2013 deadline in the rules as possible. Briefing is slated to be
completed on July 5, 2012, with oral arguments to follow,
presumably in September or October of this year.
Questions on DOE Final Rules Raised in House Hearing
On Tuesday, March 27th, the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development held a hearing
on proposed fiscal 2013 appropriations. During questioning by the
panel, Chairman Rodney Freylinghuysen (R-NJ-11) and Rep. Alan
Nunnelee (R-MS-1), offered a series of questions to the
Department of Energy’s (DOE) Dr. Henry Kelly, Acting Assistant
Secretary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, about the
DOE conservation standards as they apply to decorative
fireplaces. Kelly quickly pointed out that the matter was in
litigation, and stated that the matter had been handled in an open
and transparent process, using the opinions of all stakeholders on
this issue. HPBA has long held that there was little transparency
or dialogue in the process. We believe that the questioning of
DOE on the matter by both Chairman Frelinghuysen and Rep.
Nunnelee indicate the level to which this issue (and a general
frustration with DOE on a number of fronts) currently resonates
with Members of Congress. This is important to know as HPBA
moves forward to try to get relief from the DOE rules from
Congress.
HPBA Denied Emergency Amendment on 2009 IECC Request
On February 13th, HPBA staff participated in a teleconference
with the ICC Codes and Standards Council (CSC) on HPBA's
request for an Emergency Amendment to the requirement for
gasketed doors on UL 127 fireplaces in the 2009 and 2012
International Residential Code (IRC) and the International Energy
Conservation Code (IECC). The inclusion of gasketed doors on
UL 127 fireplaces that were not certified with those doors can
create a fire hazard caused by the unit overheating. The
amendment was approved and was sent to the ICC Board for a
final decision. HPBA received a letter from the Board stating that it
rejected the proposal by a vote of 14-2. HPBA hopes to learn the
Board’s reasoning behind the rejection.
It was also made known that the ICC Codes and Standards
Council has a similar proposal to HPBA’s proposal in the
International Mechanical Code (IMC) that disallows the use of a
gasketed fireplace door on UL 127 fireplaces unless they are
tested and approved for those doors. This will be discussed at the
IMC hearings at the beginning of May. For more information,
please contact Tom Stroud, stroud@hpba.org.
The Young Guns Want You!
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The Young Guns Committee is mobilized and ready for action.
HPBA’s Young Guns organization was formed to increase
involvement and provide education, networking and training
opportunities to the industry’s future leaders. The committee met
last week to discuss its action plan for the year. The group is
looking to put together a monthly newsletter, education programs
geared toward the Young Gun community and a mentoring
program. A Young Gun is any member of HPBA who is under 40
OR has been in the industry for less than five years. If you fit the
bill, get on board! Contact Jamie Beaulieu, beaulieu@hpba.org or
(703) 522-0086 x148.
Department Activities
Communications
HPBA Barbecue, HPBA’s Facebook fan page for the barbecue
industry, is getting ready for “May is National Barbecue Month”
and has a sharp new timeline look. Check it out, and “like” the
page. Members are encouraged to send any photos or videos you
would like to share with our fans (there are over 17,000!), and we
will make sure to cross promote in any way we can. Submissions
may include: recipes with photos we can post on HPBA.org and
then promote through Facebook, photos of food that can be linked
to a recipe on your page, or instructional videos of cooking a
particular food or giving tips or tricks. Please forward to Leslie
Wheeler, wheeler@hpba.org.
Members should watch their email for National Barbecue Month
media materials. It is a great time to kick off your grill and smoker
sales, and don’t forget to include an array of accessories. Home
outdoor chefs are always looking for the latest gadget to make
their outdoor cooking more fun.
HPBEF
HPBEF is doing a little spring cleaning and has some older
manuals for sale at deep discounts. The manuals were originally
published between 1995 and 1999, but, to the best of our
knowledge, the information may be dated but is still correct
(examples may be based on old numbers). The following are
available on a first-come, first-served basis:
z

z

Firewright - $5 each. This manual introduces the basics of
millivolt gas systems and is filled with illustrations, charts
and photographs of gas hearth products and their
components. There is also a series of self-check questions,
such as: Is the gas hearth product burning correctly? Are
the burner controls functioning correctly? Is the gas hearth
igniting correctly? Is the gas hearth vented correctly? and
What tools can help with installation?
Chart Your Financial Course For The Future - $5 each.
This manual gives instructions on preparing detailed profit
plans and cash budgets; analyzing relationships between
sales, cash and profits; planning for growth; identifying how
much capital you need to grow your business and where to
find it; dealing with bankers; and providing for transition of
your business and to protect your family. It includes sample
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case studies to better understand the concepts.
To order, please contact Rick Vlahos at (703) 524-8030 or
vlahos@hpba.org.
Membership
With the affiliates’ annual meeting season upon us, now is the
time to reap the benefit of member prices with HPBEF by
registering for an NFI Certification exam, or two, or three! If you're
already certified, don't forget to renew your HE@RTH Online
Training subscription so you can keep learning and earning your
CEUs. If you have any questions regarding your affiliate’s annual
meeting, you can contact Jamie Beaulieu at beaulieu@hpba.org
or (703) 522-0086 x148, or your local affiliate office.
Also, don’t forget to check out all the member benefits, like the
HPBA Job Bank, where you can post a job you are filling or
search for your next opportunity. If you would like to post a job or
your availability, please download and complete this form and
scan and email to Ian Glowacki, iglowacki@hpba.org or fax to
(703)522-0548.
National Fireplace Institute (NFI)
NFI study guides and practice exams are now available for each
fuel type (Woodburning, Gas and Pellet). The study guide explains
the types of questions on the NFI exam, and the practice exam
has ten typical questions with the correct answers and the
explanation for each answer. The package is available for $19.95
in hard copy, online or in a PDF file. To order, go to the NFI
website. Many NFI certifications expire this time of year and
renewal is very easy because CEUs are available at many
different events and online. If you want to renew by CEUs, there
are two important steps: 1) you need to earn the correct number of
CEUs in the proper category and 2) you must process the renewal
and payment. Certifications cost $119 each to renew and maintain
for three years. A link will appear 60 days prior to your expiration
date on the NFI website that says, "Renew Now." Simply follow
that link through the renewal and payment process, or contact the
NFI at (703) 524-8030.
Statistics
The hearth industry’s Quarterly Industry Survey has been
distributed to manufacturers and encouraged to respond promptly.
The hearth industry’s top-of-the-line statistics for 2011 are posted
on the HPBA website.
HPBExpo Report
Innovations & Ideas for Indoor-Outdoor Living
Orlando, Florida • March 13 - 16, 2013
www.hpbexpo.com
HPBExpo Online. Make sure you bookmark the Expo's website,
www.hpbexpo.com, and keep up-to-date on information on
HPBExpo 2013, March 13 - 16, 2013, in Orlando. You can also
revisit HPBExpo 2012, including exhibitors, floor plans and 2012
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Vesta and Attendees Choice Awards winners. And, there are
some great photos from the Tailgate & Celebrity Chef Cook-off
and the Honky Tonkin' Industry Party on HPBExpo’s Facebook fan
page – don’t forget to add your own pictures!
BuyerConnect at HPBExpo: Attention Expo Exhibitors and
Attendees. Everyone should have received an email from
BuyerConnect by CompuSystems with either the list of badges
scanned in your booth (for exhibitors) or exhibit booths you visited
(for attendees) during the HPBExpo 2012. For questions, please
contact exhibitor-support@compusystems.com or (708) 786-5565.
HPBExpo wants your feedback! The attendee and exhibitor
surveys were sent out following the conclusion of HPBExpo 2012.
Please complete and submit your comments to help us improve
and strengthen the show.
Reserve Your HPBExpo 2013 Booth Space. If you missed our
onsite Priority Booth Selection during the Atlanta Expo, you can
contract for exhibit space now. You'll want to join industry leaders
in Orlando next year for the HPBExpo 2013 – all of the big players
will be there! Information is now available at www.hpbexpo.com;
just click on Apply to Exhibit - HPBExpo 2013. This link will take
you to our 2013 Exhibitor Overview brochure, floor plans and
booth contracts, as well as rules and regulations for exhibiting. A
50% deposit is due within two weeks of application submission. If
you have questions or want to discuss booth options, please
contact Anita Derouin, derouin@hpba.org or (703) 522-0086 x
117.
Follow us on Twitter
Join us on Facebook
Watch us on YouTube
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