
Green Building Standards and HPBA
What are Green building standards and why should HPBA care?

What has HPBA done regarding Green building standards?
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901.2 Fireplaces and fuel-burning appliances. Fireplaces and fuel-burning appliances 
(except cooking appliances, clothes dryers, water heaters, and furnaces) located in 
conditioned space are in accordance with the following: 

[Section 901.2 (2)(a) is not mandatory.] 

901.2.1 Fireplaces and natural draft fuel-burning appliances are code compliant, vented to the 
outdoors, and have adequate combustion and ventilation air provided to minimize spillage or 
back-drafting, in accordance with the following, as applicable. 

(1) Natural gas and propane fireplaces that are power vented or direct vented, are equipped 
with permanently fixed glass fronts or gasketed doors, and comply with CSA Z21.88a/ 
CSA 2.33a or CSA Z21.50/ CSA 2.22. 

(2)  Solid fuel-burning appliances are in accordance with the following requirements: 

(a) Wood-burning fireplaces are equipped with gasketed doors designed to operate 
with the doors closed, outside combustion air, and a means is provided for 
sealing the flue to minimize interior air (heat) loss when not in operation.

(b) Factory-built, wood-burning fireplaces are in accordance with the certification 
requirements of UL 127 and are EPA certified. 

(c) Wood stove and fireplace inserts, as defined in UL 1482 Section 3.8, are in 
accordance with the certification requirements of UL 1482 and are in 
accordance with the emission requirements of the EPA Certification and the 
State of Washington WAC 173-433-100(3). 

(d) Pellet (biomass) stoves and furnaces are in accordance with the requirements of 
ASTM E1509 or are EPA certified. 

(e) Masonry heaters are in accordance with the definitions in ASTM E1602 and 
ICC IBC, Section 2112.1. 

Renovation Note: Removal of or rendering permanently unusable an existing fireplace 
and/or other fuel-burning appliances that are not in accordance with Section 901.2.1. 

Renovation Note: Additional points are awarded for the replacement of each existing 
fireplace that is not in accordance with Section 901.2.1 with a fireplace that is in accordance 
with Section 901.2.1. 

Renovation Note: Additional points are available for removing or rendering permanently 
unusable each existing wood0-burning fireplace that is not in accordance with Section 
901.2.1(2)(a) in areas other than the main renovation area.

901.2.2 Fireplaces, woodstoves, pellet stoves, or masonry heaters are not installed.  
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ANSI 700 (NAHB GBS) 

National Association of Home Builders Green Building Standard (NAHB GBS) 

The Green Building Subcommittee was established by NAHB in 1998. 

NAHB originally started with the Green Building Guidelines. HPBA worked with 
this group to allow hearth products in its GBG. 

In early 2004, NAHB convened a group of builders, researchers, environmental 
experts and designers to write the NAHB Model Green Home Building Guidelines.
Published in 2005, the voluntary Guidelines cover seven areas, including lot 
preparation and design, resource efficiency, energy efficiency, water efficiency 
and conservation, occupancy comfort and indoor environmental quality, and 
operation, maintenance and homeowner education, and can be customized to 
reflect local geographic and climate conditions.  

Building upon the success of the NAHB Model Green Home Building Guidelines, the 
NAHB National Green Building Program (NAHB Green) was launched at the 
2008 International Builders Show.  The national initiative includes an online 
scoring tool and a wealth of educational tools and resources for home builders and 
home buyers. HPBA was part of this process. 

In 2007, the NAHB and the International Code Council (ICC) partnered to form a 
national consensus committee in accordance with the requirements of the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI). The goal was to establish a much-
needed nationally-recognizable standard definition of green building. The 
resulting ANSI-approved ICC-700-2008 National Green Building Standard 
(NGBS) includes single and multifamily homes, residential remodeling projects 
and site development projects while allowing for the flexibility required to select 
regionally-appropriate best green practices.

HPBA was successful in having hearth products accepted in the Indoor 
Environmental Quality Section (see page reproduction). 

The GBS was approved in January, 2009, and became ANSI Standard 700. 

ICC/IgCC
International Code Council (ICC) International Green Construction Code (IgCC) 

This code is currently being created by several groups working together; the 
American Institute of Architects (AIA), ASTM International and the ICC. 
This code process was started in July 2009 and slated to be finalized in 2010. 
HPBA is involved in the writing of these codes. 
HPBA was able to get some hearth products accepted into this draft standard. 
These products are similar to those in ANSI 700. The draft document is shown in 
Section 804 Specific Indoor Air Quality & Pollutant Control Measures in the 
handouts on the table below. 

The “whole building approach to sustainability” that LEED promotes can be 
applied to any building type at any phase of the building’s lifecycle.  LEED 
specification construction is assured by third-party certification through the 
independent Green Building Certification Institute (www.GBCI.org). LEED
certification details provide information about the Green features of a building. 

Originally it was written as a Commercial Construction Standard 
Once the commercial standards were in place, the focus of LEED changed to 
residential standards. 
HPBA worked with LEED draft standards group to insure the acceptance of some 
hearth products 
LEED placed EPA Certified products in Indoor Air Quality Section of the LEED 
for Homes 

LEED
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

Developed by the US Green Building Council, LEED is a voluntary certification 
program, described on the USGBC website (www.usgbc.org) as: 

“…(A)n internationally recognized green building certification system, providing third-
party verification that a building or community was designed and built using 
strategies aimed at improving performance across all the metrics that matter most: 
energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor 
environmental quality, and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to their 
impact.…LEED provides building owners and operators a concise framework for 
identifying and implementing practical and measurable green building design, 
construction, operations and maintenance solutions.”

International Green Construction Code


