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As part of the “fiscal cliff” package that passed Congress on January
1, 2013, the expired tax credit on energy-efficient biomass-burning
appliances was reinstated for 2013. The credit, lobbied aggressively
by the Pellet Fuels Institute (PFI), provides a 10 percent tax credit, up
to $300 in value, on the purchase of a qualifying wood or pelletburning product. The tax credit is also limited to a $500 “lifetime limit”
and applies to 2013 and retroactively to appliances purchased
between January 1, 2012 and December 31, 2012. For more
information on the current tax credit, please visit
http://www.hpba.org/government-affairs/major-projects/25c-taxcredit.
HPBA Meets with EPA on State Air Quality Proposals
On December 10th, HPBA staff met with the EPA Office of Air
Quality Planning and Standards staff in Research Triangle Park, NC
to review proposals advanced by the states during their November
summit in Minneapolis. Prior to the meeting, HPBA had briefed the
NSPS contributing manufacturers on the details of the states’
proposals during a conference call on November 16th in which more
than 75 members participated.
The states, while accepting some of our concepts, have proposed a
number of new ideas, many of which would have a major negative
impact on the hearth industry. The HPBA team expressed concerns
about several of the state proposals, particularly those which could
add significant cost to the products without producing any
measurable improvements.
EPA continues to weigh input from different stakeholders and may
issue its draft proposal sometime this spring or summer. Retailers
wishing to learn more about the details of the states’ proposals and
how HPBA has responded should plan to attend the NSPS education
session during the HPBExpo on Friday, March 15th at 1:00pm in
Orlando. For questions regarding the NSPS process, please contact
John Crouch at crouch@hpba.org.
New Particulate Standard Announced
EPA finalized the next standard for outdoor air particulate matter
(PM) on December 14th. This new standard sets in motion a multiyear process of designating areas that do not meet the new standard
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as “non-attainment” and requiring them to prepare State
Implementation Plans (SIPs) describing the measures local areas will
take to bring their air into attainment.
EPA, as required under the Clean Air Act, must update this standard
every five years and may only use “health impacts” in setting the
standard. This cycle’s update only changes the annual average for
PM – not the 24-hour average, which was reduced in the last update
cycle. Consequently, the impact of this new rule will principally fall on
sources that produce PM all year, and may have little, if any, impact
on hearth products.
Ironically, the new rule was announced on the day that states were
required to submit their SIPs for the 2006 PM standard, which has
resulted in some local changes for hearth products. For more
information on all the PM standards, see the EPA’s fact sheet at:
http://www.epa.gov/airquality/particlepollution/actions.html#dec12. For
questions about this new rule, please contact John Crouch,
crouch@hpba.org.
Int'l Energy Conservation Code (IECC) Change Proposal
HPBA is submitting a code change proposal to eliminate the
requirement for gasketed doors to be used on UL 127
fireplaces. This has been an issue for manufactured fireplaces since
the IECC adopted the restriction in the 2009 version of the standard.
The International Code Council (ICC) Board of Directors agreed with
HPBA’s request for an Emergency Amendment to this issue, but
requested that it be done through the standard codes
process. Additionally, HPBA has the support of the ICC Code
Advisory Council (CAC); the CAC is submitting a parallel proposal as
well.
The requirement in the 2012 IECC eliminated the requirement for
gasketed fireplace doors, but retained the requirement in the Air
Barrier Checklist. It is this requirement that the new proposal seeks
to eliminate. While gasketed fireplace doors may be used, they must
be used only on products certified for their usage. This proposal will
be heard in April of 2013 and, if approved, would go into effect no
earlier than late 2014. For further information please contact Tom
Stroud, stroud@hpba.org.
HPBA Holds Industry Meeting on AFUE Testing Concerns
On Wednesday, December 12th, HPBA held a day-long workshop in
Phoenix to address issues that manufacturers and importers of
vented gas fireplaces (both heater-rated and decorative) may face
under recent Department of Energy (DOE) regulations. With an April
16, 2013 effective date for new, higher annual fuel utilization
efficiency (AFUE) standards for heater-rated (ANSI Z21.88) gas
fireplaces, manufacturers need to be considering these issues right
away. The meeting, led by Bob Ferguson and attended by Barton
Day, HPBA’s DOE legal counsel, brought together 30 technical
experts from member manufacturers and testing laboratories. The
group came to conclusions on a number of matters that should serve
as the consensus of the industry and identified other issues that may
require clarification from DOE.
While the exact impact to manufacturers is subject to change
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pending the court’s decision in our legal challenge to the DOE
rulemakings (and as of press time, we are still waiting for a decision),
HPBA believes that all members will fare better in potential DOE
compliance inquiries with uniform industry test procedures and
meticulous, easily defended record keeping by our manufacturing
members. A list of FAQs for manufacturers/importers can be found
on HPBA’s DOE Member Portal – a password-protected section of
HPBA’s website. This section is only accessible for DOE-affected
members who are current on their HPBA assessments.
If you have any additional questions, please contact Ryan Carroll,
carroll@hpba.org or (703)522-0086, ext. 138.
The New American Home 2014 – Product Selection Opportunity
NAHB and Builder magazine are raising the profile of The New
American Home showcase home at the International Builders Show
(IBS) for 2014 in Las Vegas. In addition to being chosen for a product
selection, manufacturers will also be able to purchase sponsorships
that will bring a substantial package of media (print and digital),
content and marketing and public relations elements to the
contributing manufacturer.
The 2014 New American Home will be a 4,600 sq. ft. desert
contemporary home with two indoor fireplaces (living/great room and
master bedroom) and a sunken outdoor firepit by the swimming
pool. The floor plan is open, light-filled and spacious. If you are
interested in having a product considered for this project, please
contact Leslie Wheeler immediately, wheeler@hpba.org.
2013 HPBA Board Nominations
The HPBA Nominating Committee has nominated Brad Determan
(Hearth & Home Technologies) and Mark Klein (Innovative Hearth
Products, formerly Lennox/FMI) for election to full three-year terms
as manufacturing directors. Both candidates are currently serving on
the Board and are eligible to serve another term. The Nominating
Committee has also nominated Rett Rasmussen (Rasmussen Gas
Logs & Grills) and Glen Spinelli (Regency Fireplaces/FPI) for election
by the membership to fill the one remaining Manufacturer seat
currently held by Perry Ranes (Travis Industries), who has completed
two three-year terms.
The Nominating Committee has also nominated John Voorhees
(Intertek Testing Services) for election to a full three-year term as an
At-Large director. Mr. Voorhees is currently serving on the Board of
Directors and is eligible to serve another term.
Additional nominations for election to the Board to represent the
Manufacturers Category may be made by five or more voting
members of the Manufacturers Category. Nominations must be
submitted in writing to Jack Goldman, the HPBA President & CEO,
goldman@hpba.org, and be received no later than January 28th.
The following affiliate regions also will elect/select directors to the
HPBA Board for three-year terms beginning in March, 2013: Region
I (Northeast HPBA); Region IX (Northwest HPBA/Oregon HPBA);
Region X (HPBA Pacific) and Region XI (HPBA
Canada). Nominations for election in those regions must be made
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through the affiliates.
Pellet Fuels Institute Invites Participation
The Pellet Fuels Institute (PFI) invites all HPBA and PFI members to
a breakfast meeting in Orlando. Breakfast & Biomass: A Briefing on
the Pellet Market will be held Thursday, March 14th from 7:30am to
9:00am at the Orange County Convention Center. The program
includes an update on legislation and regulations impacting the pellet
industry, pellet stove shipments for 2012 and a report on PFI’s
initiatives for 2013. Registration (HPBA/PFI members $25; nonmembers $35) is available online at
http://www.hpbexpo.com/register/.
Plans are underway for the 2013 PFI Annual Conference, scheduled
for July 28-30 at the Grove Park Inn in Ashville, NC. If you have a
topic, panel or speaker recommendation for the program, please
contact the PFI staff at pfimail@pelletheat.org. The conference
attracts a broad range of attendees from the public and private
sectors, academia, and local, state and national governments from
North America and beyond. The deadline for program submissions is
January 23rd.
HearthMasters Needs Volunteers
HPBA runs an organization for people who have been in the industry
for at least twenty years – both active and retired. The group is
focused on maintaining old contacts and other activities of interest –
possibly including working with HPBA's Young Guns, the people at
the other end of the spectrum. HearthMasters is currently looking for
volunteers to its Steering Committee to help develop new ideas for
the group. The time commitment is minimal – we are looking for
people with ideas! Please contact Debbie Scerbo at
scerbo@hpba.org if you are interested.
Department Activities
Communications
To prepare the materials for the HPBExpo’s attending press, 2013
exhibitors are reminded to submit their new product information to
Leslie Wheeler, wheeler@hpba.org, by February 15th. Exhibitors are
also reminded to submit the Press Contact Form that can be found in
the Exhibitor’s Service Manual.
All new products in the Indoor and Outdoor New Product Pavilions
will be included in the press materials. According to the 2012 Expo
Survey, 79 percent of the attendees visited the pavilions – the onestop place to see what's new at Expo and to see the products
submitted for the Attendees Choice Award. To secure space in the
New Product Pavilions, please apply online at
http://www.hpbexpo.com/show-info/new-products-pavilions/. Indoor
New Product Pavilion entries will be contestants for
the 2013 Attendees Choice Awards. The Attendees Choice Awards
honor the most-marketable new product in two categories – hearth
and outdoor living.
HPBEF
With the holidays now behind us, HPBExpo will be here very
soon. When you register, make sure you add an Education Passport
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– you can choose between a One-Day ($59) or Three-Day ($99)
passport. Education Passports are required for entry to any Expo
education session or to the new Manufacturer Training sessions. The
Three-Day passport also includes a six-month subscription to
HE@RTH Online Training. Most of the education sessions from Expo
will be added to the HE@RTH Online Training catalog, so you can
catch classes you miss in Orlando.
There are 45 general education sessions and 18 manufacturerspecific training sessions scheduled for HPBExpo 2013. Visit
http://www.hpbexpo.com/events-listing/ to see the entire list of
education offerings.
Membership
Membership renewals are coming in daily for 2013. With HPBExpo
only eight weeks away, please remember, your membership must be
renewed for 2013 to be eligible for complimentary HPBExpo badges.
Affiliate Members: please note that if you registered for HPBExpo
prior to January 1, 2013, you may still need to renew your
membership. If you are unsure whether this has been done, please
contact your local affiliate or Ian Glowacki at iglowacki@hpba.org.
NFI
Two important changes went in to effect as of January 1st. First, you
must complete the new Update & Reinforcement course when you
renew your certifications by CEUs. There is a special class each for
woodburning, gas and pellet. The cost of the 60-minute online class
is now included in the renewal fee. The log in information will be
provided once you submit the application for renewal by CEUs. After
you notify NFI that you have finished the course, your renewal will be
complete.
The second change is a discount in the CEU renewal fee if you hold
multiple certifications AND have synchronized your expiration
dates. Tracking CEUs is much easier when all your certifications
expire at the same time. Master Hearth Professionals (MHPs) have
enjoyed an option to synchronize their expiration dates and now that
option is available to anyone with multiple certifications. Please call
NFI headquarters at (703)524-8030, and we will find a date
somewhere in the middle of your current expiration dates so you too
can enjoy a discount when renewing by CEUs.
Statistics
The Hearth 4th Quarter Industry survey forms have been distributed
to manufacturers. Please submit your data in a timely fashion so the
2012 annual shipment data can be reported at the HPBExpo in
Orlando. All participating companies will be invited to the Statistics
Invitational Breakfast in Orlando on Saturday, March 16th.
The biennial Barbecue Consumer Survey will be conducted in
2013. If you have questions regarding the survey, or would like the
Statistics Committee to consider additional questions, please contact
Don Johnson, johnson@hpba.org.
HPBExpo Report
Innovations & Ideas for Indoor-Outdoor Living
Orlando, Florida - March 13 - 16, 2013
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www.hpbexpo.com
HPBExpo Registration Brochure and Program. The complete
HPBExpo registration brochure was mailed in mid-December and is
now available online. If you have already registered, please be
reminded that you can make changes or additions to your current
registration, including signing up for Education and NFI Certification,
using your email confirmation log in. The Education program is
generously sponsored by long-time Expo supporter and exhibitor,
ICC-RSF. Click here for the complete course schedule. Your log in
can also be used at any time to access your online registration
dashboard features. For registration questions and information,
please contact Rachel Pratt, pratt@hpba.org.
HPBExpo Hotel Accommodations. HPBExpo hotel reservations,
airline flights and car rentals can be completed quickly and easily on
line at www.hpbexpo.com, Housing Reservations. HPBA's partner,
onPeak, is the official housing partner – don’t be fooled by other
travel companies claiming to be HPBA's official housing
service. Through onPeak, HPBA is able to secure the lowest rates,
best hotels and the most (complimentary) amenities during your stay
in Orlando, exclusively to HPBExpo travelers. Exhibitors booking
through onPeak are even eligible for additional priority points for the
2014 Priority Booth Selection.
Show Program & Exhibit Guide Deadline: January 11th. All
exhibitors contracted and paid by close of business on January 11th
will be listed in the HPBExpo Show Program & Exhibit Guide. After
that date, exhibitors will be listed in the onsite addendum. For exhibit
space, please contact Anita Derouin, derouin@hpba.org.
Sponsorship Opportunities: Increase Your Exposure at
HPBExpo 2013. Sponsorship opportunities, such as the House of
Blues industry party, show mobile app, Show Program & Exhibit
Guide map, indoor/outdoor carpet logos, convention center door
clings, and mobile phone charging stations, are available for
exhibitors interested in expanding their exposure at the show. Click
here for a full list of available sponsorship opportunities.
Entertainment and Fun at HPBExpo 2013. The second annual
Outdoor Burn Tailgate & Big Green Egg Cook-off Competition will be
held on Thursday, March 14th. The inaugural Tailgate event in
Atlanta was such a success, we’re doing it again in Orlando. Be sure
to wear your team jersey, enjoy a beer at the sports bar and sample
the savory offerings from participating exhibitors. The sports bar, a
new feature in the outdoor burn area, will broadcast the college
basketball championship games throughout the three-day
show. Local celebrity chefs will vie for the top honors in the
EGGstravaganza cook-off sponsored by Big Green Egg. And, you
can check out the latest tailgating gear in the Tailgate Pavilion
sponsored by Tailgater Monthly. During this outdoor event, the
second Donna H. Meyers Barbecue Leadership Award, sponsored
by HPBA and Casual Living magazine, will also be presented.
The All-Industry Party. Don't miss the all-industry party being held
at the House of Blues on Friday, March 15th, beginning at 7:30pm,
following the Vesta Awards (transportation will be provided after
Vesta from the convention center and from the hotels). The party will
have musical entertainment by the Blues Brothers and Stir Crazy, as
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well as dueling piano performers. The entire venue will be ours for
the evening! This event is an opportunity to let your hair down and
have some fun with old and new friends while enjoying great food
and spirits. Food stations will be set up throughout the venue that
include barbecue ribs, pulled pork sandwiches, shrimp and grits,
barbecue chicken and more (food tickets will be sold in advance).
The party is generously sponsored by Kozy Heat, M&G DuraVent,
Napoleon Fireplaces & Grills, SBI, Travis Industries, Weber and the
Salt Lake Convention & Visitors Bureau. If your company would like
to join these sponsors, please contact Kelly VanDermark,
vandermark@hpba.org.
Make Sure Your Company Is on the Expo Floor Plan. If you are a
manufacturer in the hearth, patio and/or barbecue industries, plan
now to exhibit at HPBExpo 2013! HPBExpo is the best place to meet
with your existing customers and to find new ones. Show off your
new products and get much-needed feedback. And, there are plenty
of opportunities for you to entertain and socialize with your customers
after show hours. To see who is signed up, go to View Exhibitors on
the HPBExpo website and check out why these companies are
exhibitors at Expo.
The Exhibitor Overview brochure, interactive and PDF floor plans,
exhibit space contracts and more are posted on the website under
Apply to Exhibit. Call HPBA’s Exhibit Sales Associate, Anita Derouin,
at (703) 522-0086 ext. 117 or email derouin@hpba.org with
questions or to move forward with securing a booth.
**Added Bonus. Sign up to exhibit now and be included in our
attendee-exhibitor product matching program. As attendees register,
they will indicate what products they want to buy and see at Expo
and will be automatically matched with exhibitors with those
products!
Stay Up-to-Date with HPBExpo 2013! Bookmark the Expo's
website, www.hpbexpo.com, to keep up-to-date on information for
the HPBExpo 2013.
Follow us on Twitter
Join us on Facebook
Watch us on YouTube
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