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Decorative Hearth Product Legislation Introduced

NFI

On Tuesday, October 23rd, a bipartisan group of members of the
U.S. House of Representatives introduced legislation (H.R. 6578)
that would define “decorative hearth products” in federal law.
Sponsored by Representatives Cathy McMorris Rogers (R-WA),
Linda Sanchez (D-CA) and John Kline (R-MN), H.R. 6578 would
amend the Energy Policy and Conservation Act by defining
decorative hearth products as gas fireplaces, stoves, fireplace
inserts and gas log sets that are not designed or intended to
produce heat. The legislation would clearly distinguish decorative
products from heater-rated products, clarifying that decorative
products are not “direct heating equipment” (DHE). This new
statutory definition would require the Department of Energy (DOE)
to prepare and apply appropriate regulations for these decorative
products.
Under two Final Rules promulgated by DOE, decorative hearth
products are regulated as heater-rated appliances, or DHE. Since
decorative hearth products are not designed to produce heat, it is
inappropriate to subject these products to the same standards as
hot water heaters, furnaces and space heaters. The introduction
of H.R. 6578 is intended to correct recent DOE regulations that
incorrectly classify decorative hearth products as DHE and apply
inappropriate standards to these products. The regulations are
slated to take effect next year and could threaten the viability of
the small businesses that comprise HPBA’s membership. While a
positive verdict in HPBA’s lawsuit against the DOE would stop
implementation of the current rules, enactment of H.R. 6578 would
permanently solve the problem.
In the coming weeks, we will be asking for your help in reaching
out to your Members of Congress, encouraging them to support
this legislation as a cosponsor. For more information, please
contact Ryan Carroll, carroll@hpba.org or (703) 522-0086 ext.
112.
ICC 2012 Final Action Hearings
The ICC Final Action Hearings were held October 22nd through
October 28th in Portland, OR to review the Public Comments on
proposals for the 2015 code changes. These proposals were
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attempts to accept, reject or amend committee actions from the
April 29th through May 6th Code Development hearings.
In the International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC) proposals, HPBA
members, along with the Vent-Free Gas Products Alliance, AHRI
and NAHB participants, offered testimony that convinced the
membership to uphold the Committee’s action to continue allowing
the use of unvented room heaters. The membership also upheld a
change to the code that will require the vent termination clearance
of 12 inches to a door swing so as to prevent damage to the
termination.
The International Mechanical Code (IMC) considered a proposal
attempting to eliminate back-drafting. HPBA and NAHB spoke
against this proposal, indicating that the proposal relied upon
products that are not currently available, e.g. direct-vent wood
stoves and wood-burning fireplaces. The proposal was defeated.
ICC 2012 Group B Code change proposals, which include the
International Residential Code (IRC) and the International Energy
Conservation Code (IECC), are due on January 3, 2013. If anyone
is contemplating submitting code changes for the upcoming cycle,
please contact Tom Stroud, stroud@hpba.org, so that we can
coordinate our efforts.
Northern Indiana Wood Stove Changeout Begins
EPA and NIPSCO, a major electric utility in northern Indiana, will
join HPBA and Midwest HPBA in a changeout of old wood stoves
and hydronic heaters. The program will begin on November 19th
and will utilize $500,000 from a settlement between NIPSCO and
EPA. The program, which will be administered by a local office of
the American Lung Association, will include a series of incentives,
mostly in the $1,000 - $2,000 range, for replacing old wood stoves
and wood stove inserts, as well as retrofitting older hydronic
heaters. Midwest HPBA Board members and staff will be present
at an open house on November 8th in La Porte, IN to help explain
the options for replacing older wood stoves including EPA-certified
wood stoves, pellet stoves and gas hearth heaters. Interested
members can contact MSHPBA’s Erica Geil,
egeil@midwesthpba.org, or John Crouch, crouch@hpba.org.
AFUE Webinar for Manufacturers
HPBA will host a critical webinar for manufacturers of gas hearth
heating products on November 15th. The webinar will cover
issues related to the new AFUE requirements that go into effect in
April 2013, as well as a review of DOE compliance and audit
issues. The webinar presenter is HPBA’s DOE counsel, Barton
Day, and is designed for senior management and technical staff.
Interested attendees must RSVP to Rachel Feinstein,
feinstein@hpba.org. Additional details will be forwarded shortly.
In addition to the webinar, there will be a day-long technical
meeting on December 12th in Phoenix. This event will be for
senior R & D staff who are actually designing and testing products
to meet the new requirements. This meeting is open to
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manufacturers and also requires an RSVP to Rachel Feinstein at
feinstein@hpba.org.
Glass Safety Campaign Underway
HPBA’s campaign to educate the industry and homeowners about
safety precautions for glass-front gas fireplaces, stoves and
inserts is well underway. A press release was distributed on
October 8th in conjunction with National Fire Prevention Week.
The release was picked up by many online news outlets, as well
as USA Today and the Wall Street Journal. This important
campaign includes information on safety screens and barriers for
homeowners to protect children and at-risk individuals from
potential burns when the fireplace is on or cooling down. HPBA
has developed a new Glass Safety Brochure, FAQ document and
Safety Checklist for manufacturers, retailers and homeowners.
The materials are available to download from a new website,
www.safefireplacetips.com.
2013 Nominating Committee Appointed
At its October 18th meeting in Minneapolis, the HPBA Board
appointed Marc-Antoine Cantin (Stove Builder International) as
Chairman of the 2013 Nominating Committee. Serving on the
committee are Jess Baldwin (Monessen Hearth Systems), Ken
Belding (Empire Comfort Systems), Randy Dryden (Fireplace
Center & Patio Shop), Steve Dumais (Energysavers) and Jim
Hussong (Kozy Heat). Persons interested in nominating someone
for a position on the HPBA Board should contact a member of the
committee or Cathy Centra at HPBA’s office, centra@hpba.org or
(703) 522-0086 ext. 111.
Department Activities
Communications
Stock Up on Burn Wise DVDs. HPBA’s DVD, “Burn Wise: A
Video Guide to Operating Your Wood Stove Efficiently,” is one of
the best wood stove instructional DVDs available. It is also a great
value-added to your new wood stove customers so they are
reminded how to properly start, operate and troubleshoot their
wood stove. To view the video and download the order form, go to
the HPBA website.
HPBEF
The 2013 HPBExpo Education program is packed full with a great
line-up of industry experts and business management and sales
professionals offering over 45 individual sessions. Be sure to look
at two new programs that will be offered this year as you make
plans for your trip to Expo:
WHIZ Bang! Retail Boot Camp
Bob Negen, one of Expo's most popular speakers, comes back to
provide a full day of marketing material geared to specialty hearth
retailers. If you missed his sessions in the past, you won't want to
pass up the opportunity to learn during his highly energetic
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seminars. Topics will include:
• How to get new customers for little or no money
• How to turn those first-time shoppers into long-term customers
• How to quickly build your customer database using the world's
simplest and best loyalty program
• Using electronic and social media marketing to dramatically
increase customer loyalty and drive sales
This session will be held on Wednesday, March 13th, from
8:30am to 5:00pm. An Education Passport is required (no
additional fee, however) and space is limited! You can sign up
when you register for your Expo badges at www.hpbexpo.com.
Manufacturer Specific Training
An HPBExpo first! Over 15 manufacturers will hold two-hour
training sessions to review sales, marketing and technical
information you need to know. Each session is listed on the
HPBExpo web site and will be in the onsite Show Program Guide.
Important Note: An Education Passport is required to attend the
manufacturer training sessions. In addition, some manufacturers
will limit attendance to their dealers only, while others will
welcome all. Please check the schedule for more information.
Membership
It’s hard to believe that 2012 is almost over – the year has flown
by. We know you have enjoyed all of the wonderful benefits that
HPBA and its affiliates have to offer throughout 2012. These
benefits include:
• Statistics and consumer research data
• Education and events at HPBExpo and affiliate events
• Government Affairs information and the ability to stay informed
and have a seat at the table in our government affairs activities
• Information about the industry through HPBA NewsCast and Hot
News
• Savings through our preferred business partners (see spotlight
below)
Many affiliates are offering early renewal deals – check to see if
yours is doing so, and take advantage of the opportunity.
Manufacturers’ renewal invoices will be mailed next week.
Remember, everyone’s membership expires on December 31,
2012. Make sure you renew so that you don’t have a lapse with
any of our resources.
The 2012-2013 Membership Directory & Products Guide will be in
the mail to all members on November 8th.
Preferred Business Partner Spotlight – LABORCHEX
Holiday/Winter Season Hiring. Be Smart! This time of year means
many companies will hire extra help, part-time or full-time, to cover
increased business. Even a person on your payroll for just five
minutes can cause harm to your business through theft, violence,
drug use/sales, etc. Why take the chance? Seasonal workers
should be screened just like applicants who seek permanent
employment. If they are going to drive, check a driving record. It
takes less than a minute. And most criminal record checks are
done in a day or so.

Page 4 of 7

Check out LABORCHEX’s flyer to learn how to get involved with
HPBA’s program with LABORCHEX.
National Fireplace Institute
The summer rush of NFI exams is over now that the hearth selling
season is here. But, that doesn't mean you can't still get certified.
PSI/LaserGrade is a computer testing organization with over 500
sites around the country. Once you purchase an exam package
from NFI, you can make a reservation with LaserGrade to take the
exam at the facility closest to you. Now you can take the NFI
exam on a day and time that is convenient for you!
If you’re going to 2013 HPBExpo in Orlando (and everyone in the
industry should), NFI review courses in all three fuel types will be
offered on Wednesday and Thursday. The NFI exams will be
offered Wednesday and Thursday evenings and Friday and
Saturday mornings.
Statistics
• The 3rd quarter results of the Hearth Quarterly Industry Survey
will be sent to participants this month. Results are distributed
electronically, so watch your email inbox.
• The 2012 Barbecue and Charcoal Shipment Report will also be
distributed this month. This important data is available only to
survey participants.
• Final reminder that the Hearth Consumer Survey results are
available at no charge to HPBA members. Please contact Gwen
Thompson, thompson@hpba.org, to receive the results
electronically.
HPBExpo Report
Innovations & Ideas for Indoor-Outdoor Living
Orlando, Florida - March 13 - 16, 2013
www.hpbexpo.com
Expo Registration and Education Passports. Expo registration,
hotel accommodations, airline flights and car rentals can be
completed quickly and easily on line at Register Now. HPBA’s
partner, onPeak, is the official housing partner – do not be fooled
by other travel companies claiming to be HPBA's official housing
service. Through onPeak, HPBA is able to secure the lowest
rates, best hotels and the most (complimentary) amenities during
your stay in Orlando, exclusively to HPBExpo travelers. Exhibitors
booking through onPeak are even eligible for additional priority
points for the 2014 Priority Booth Selection.
HPBA and HPBA affiliate members need their unique member ID
number to register for badges. Also, be sure to take advantage of
the registration dashboard features, such as mySchedule,
myExhibitors, Buyer Connect, setting up in-booth appointments
with exhibitors prior to the show, invite a colleague and more.
Once you have completed your initial registration, you will have
access to your dashboard at any time with the email and
password used when you registered. For registration questions
and information, please contact Rachel Pratt, pratt@hpba.org.
HPBExpo Education Program. Check out the educational
sessions that will strengthen your business and keep you on a
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competitive edge. The program is generously sponsored by longtime Expo supporter and exhibitor, ICC-RSF. Expo Education will
again offer Three-Day and One-Day Education Passports. Click
here for more information and the complete course schedule.
Entertainment and Fun at HPBExpo 2013 – The second
annual Outdoor Burn Tailgate & Big Green Egg Cook-off
Competition. Remember the packed aisles at the Atlanta Expo’s
Tailgate? We’re doing it again in Orlando and the city’s team
mascots will add to the fun. Be sure to wear your team jersey,
enjoy a beer at the sports bar while watching the college
basketball championship games broadcast live throughout the
show schedule and sample the savory offerings from participating
exhibitors. Local celebrity chefs will vie for the top honors in the
EGGstravaganza cook-off sponsored by Big Green Egg. And,
don’t forget to check out the latest tailgating gear in the Tailgate
Pavilion sponsored by Tailgater Monthly. During this outdoor
event, the Donna H. Meyers Barbecue Leadership Award,
sponsored by HPBA and Casual Living magazine, will also be
presented.
The All-Industry Party. Don't miss the all-industry party being
held at the House of Blues. The party will have musical
entertainment by the Blues Brothers & Stir Crazy, as well as
dueling pianos. The entire venue will be ours! This event is an
opportunity to let your hair down and have some fun with old and
new friends while enjoying great food and spirits. Food stations
will be set up throughout with food offerings that include barbecue
ribs, pulled pork sandwiches, shrimp and grits, barbecue chicken
and more (food and drink tickets will be sold in advance). The
party is generously sponsored by Kozy Heat, M&G DuraVent,
Napoleon Fireplaces & Grills, SBI, Travis Industries, Weber and
the Salt Lake Convention & Visitors Bureau. If your company
would like to join these sponsors, please contact Kelly
VanDermark, vandermark@hpba.org.
Make Sure Your Company is on the Expo Floor Plan. If you are
a manufacturer in the hearth, patio and/or barbecue industries,
plan now to exhibit at HPBExpo 2013! HPBExpo is the best place
to meet with your existing customers and to find new ones. Show
off your new products and get much-needed feedback. And, there
are plenty of opportunities for you to entertain and socialize with
your customers after show hours. To see who is signed up, go to
View Exhibitors on the HPBExpo website and check out why
these companies are exhibitors at Expo.
The Exhibitor Overview brochure, interactive and PDF floor plans,
exhibit space contracts and more are posted on the website under
Apply to Exhibit. Call Exhibit Sales Associate Anita Derouin at
(703) 522-0086 ext 117 or email derouin@hpba.org with questions
or to move forward with securing a booth!
**Added Bonus – Sign up to exhibit now and be included in our
attendee-exhibitor product matching program. As attendees
register, they will indicate what products they want to buy and see
at Expo and will be automatically matched with exhibitors with
those products!
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Sponsorship Opportunities — Increase Your Exposure at
HPBExpo 2013. Sponsorship opportunities, such as the House of
Blues industry party, show mobile app, Show Program and Exhibit
Guide map, indoor/outdoor carpet logos, convention center door
clings, mobile phone charging stations and more are available for
exhibitors interested in expanding their exposure at the show.
Click here for a full list of available sponsorship opportunities.
Stay Up-to-Date with HPBExpo 2013! Bookmark the Expo's
website, www.hpbexpo.com, to keep up-to-date on information for
the HPBExpo 2013. View the current list of Exhibitors and review
show logistics. Make your travel plans early and extend your stay
in sunny Florida. Visit the About Orlando link for information on
discount attraction tickets, restaurants, nightlife and more.
Follow us on Twitter
Join us on Facebook
Watch us on YouTube
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